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A PRELIMINARY DESCRIPTION
OF A\RGOBBA

BY

WOLFKF LESLAU

Argobba is spoken in the region north of Ankober in the villages of Aliyu
Amba, Canno, and elswhere. The Argobba are Moslems. In most of the villages
only the older people still speak the language whereas the younger generation
uses Ambharic. Argobba speakers coming from the Ankober region are also
found in the market section of Addis Ababa. The preliminary description pre-
sented here is the result of my investigation in 1946 undertaken in Addis Ababa
and in 1950 undertaken in Aliyu Amba (1),

In the region South of Harar there was also an Argobba dialect, but my various
attempts to find Argobba speakers in that region remained unsuccessful. The
Argobba in Harar speak Galla at present.

A detailed description of Argobba will be published at a later date. The detailed

description will be comparative and will present the position of Argobba in
Ethiopic 2.

PHONOLOGY
CONSONANT PHONEMES

The consonant phonemes of Argobba are as follows :

Labials Dentals | Prepalatals| Velars Laryngeals

OCCLUSIVES :

......... gk
Glottalized. . ............... ........ 2 IR q

Labialized . .. .............. A P g" kr
Labialized glottalized. .uoww s [ coimvimae o vnaamns foe e v v q"

........ oves sosmekenas 5. h

OIBITANTS 5 v o o wm s vy s avenmrs z 8 £ §

SPIRANTS. .« v ettt v e et veannnns £

AFFRICATES :

LIQUIDS. . . . ittt i i et ieee | eeiennn l |

.........

SEMI-VOWELS « « « v o v oeveeeen e w ' ¥

() 4 year of research in Ethiopia, in Word 4 (1948), p. 224; Report on a second trip 10
Ethiopia, in Word 8 (1952), p. 73.
(2, For a bibliography on Argobba, see Word 8 (1952), p. 73.
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All the phonemes, except * V) and A, occur simply (e. g. /b/) or doubly (e.g. [bb/).
The phoneme A/ when geminated occurs doubled as laryngeal /Iih’; it occurs
only in intervocalic position.

The phoneme [s/ occurs as /sw] in two examples: swibiy « baby »,?" and swéiddqa
« death commemoration ». 3!

WOWEL PHONEMES
The vowel pbonemes are :
Jal, low, back;
J/di, higher-low, central; with the allophone |d];
ie;, mean-mid, front;
o/, lower-high, central; with the allophone [d];
i/, high, front; with the allophone [¢];
Jo!, mean-mid, back, rounded; with the allophone [6];

‘ul, high, back, rounded.

The phoneme i/ seems to occur only in Arabic loanwords : gimdad awwal
« name of month ».

WORD INITIALS AND FINALS

To judge from the recorded examples a word can begin with @, 2, «, ¢, 0.

Examples : dddog « very », azzab « anklet », awre « wild animal », en « eye »,
ad « this »,  No examples with initial {, © were recorded.

A word can end in any vowel except in ¢, 2. Examples : tewa «abandon »,
wole « again », gizi « domestic animal », bado « abandoned house », kafie « bad ».
Only particles end in @ : andd « like », & « where 7 », wddd « toward »; the par-
ticles, however, are not used by themselves without being followed by a noun or
verb so that they cannot be considercd as sentence-endings.

A word can begin and end with any consonant except with ” and /.

GENERAL PHONETIC PRINCIPLES
Palatalization

The dentals, sibilants and [ followed by the front vowels i, ¢ become palatalized.
This palatalization occurs only in verbal forms. Thus, imperfect, sg. 2nd fem.
towdri « you inherit », from wrs; togddoy « you kill», from gdl. 'The same pheno-

menon oceurs in the imperative, sg. 2nd pers. feminine.

Devoicing of ¢

An origina! final ¢ is often voiced and pronounced d. Thus, ¢ohdd « noise »
(for ¢ohdt), muSed « evening », béred « cattle-pen », sored « bottom », anZid
« bowels ».  However, final ¢ is also preserved : ¢dldbit « ring », qumdt « height »,
bat « calf of leg », and others.

' " occurs mainly in Arabic loandwords

2 From Arabic sabiyy.
8 Perhaps from Arabic sadaga « alms, charity ».
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MORPHOLOGY
NOUN
NOMINAL FORMS

There are certain nominal forms that express a particular meaning. Thus the
nouns of profession and qualities are expressed by the ending — (d)riria : gartinia
« worker », baldtdrniria « clever », hasrdrifia « prisoner ».

The instrumental is formed by the prefixed morpheme mdé- and the suffixed
morpheme —- (i)ya: mdtribiya « axe », from tdrrdba « adze »; mdtrigiya « broom »,
from tdrrdiga « sweep »; mdséa « pipe », from sdééa « drink ».

The abstract is formed by the type CoCaC (C = consonant), as in dokam
« weakness », and others, or by the suffixed morpheme — (2)nndt as in logonndit
« childhood » from lsg « child ».

ADJECTIVE

The forms of the adjectives are varied. Thus, ha¢ir « short », kidbid « heavy »,
ri%%in « heavy »; rohuqg « far », nobbur « abundant », kafu « bad »; nédham « big »,
gillal «light »; tuwoél «long», gudor «long». Without special form : zaf:
« white », dongoro « deaf », and many others.

The adjective is placed before the noun : kafu si «a bad man ».

GENDER

The nouns can be of masculine or feminine gender, although, as a rule, there are
no distinguishing marks in the noun itself. Thus 4dbid « heavy » is both mascu-
line and feminine. The gender is reflected in syntactic relations with verbs
and pronouns.

The Semitic morpheme -¢ of the feminine is only occasionally used in the noun.
In Argobba it is mainly represented as -d, but also as -¢. Thus 2Aod « sister »,
but 24 « brother »; gomZid « daughter-in-law »; arogit « old » (fem.), but mascu-
line aroge. The feminine morpheme -t also occurs in dhdle « so-and-so », fem.
dkdlit; and hand « one », fem. handit.

For the sex differentiation of humans, wdnd « male » is used for males while
anaséa « female, woman» is used for females; thus, wdando log «boy», anaséa log
« daughter » (lag « child »).

Some living beings have different roots for the masculine and feminine; thus
Jérds « horse », but bazra « mare »; aw « father », but am « mother ».

NUMBER

Argobba has a singular and a plural. The plural is formed by the suffixed
morpheme -a¢ regardless of the gender of the noun; thus bed « house » : pl.
bedaé; lam « cow » : pl. lamaé. If the noun ends in a vowel, only -¢ is added
to the singular basis; thus, gamela « camel » : gamela-&; béiqlo « mule » : béglo-¢;
bigt « sheep » : bdgi-&

If the noun is determined by an adjective, the adjective can have the plural
morpheme : ldham or ldhamad sudaé « important men ».
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ARTICLE
INDEFINITE ARTICLE

The indefinite article is not expressed : fdrdz « horse, a horse ».

DEFINITE ARTICLE

The definite article for the masculine, singular is the suffixed morpheme -« :
bed-u « the house » (from bed « house »). If the noun ends in -a, -o the article is
expressed by the suffixed semi-vowel w : hema-w « the road », barfago-w «the
glass ». If the noun ends in -i, the semi-vowel y is intercalated between the -i
and the -u of the article : bdgi-y-u «the sheep». The article for the feminine is
the sufixed morpheme -wa : askédr-wa « the she-servant », onaséa-wa « the woman ».
The article for the plural is -u regardless of the gender of the noun : sué-u « the
men », a2naséad-u « the women ».

COMPLEMENTS
Direct COMPLEMENT

If the direct complement is indefinite it is expressed by its position immedia-
tely before the verb, without any added morpheme : gdr$ tdsdrriga ¢oga tafdo
heda « as soon as he has stolen the money he disappeared », lit. « money as-he-
stole after disappearing he-left ».

If the direct complement is definite it can be expressed by the suffixed mor-
pheme -n (-on after a consonant) placed after the article or the suffixed pronoun.
Example : béir-u-n atskdfte « do not open the gate », lit. « gate-the-n do-not-open-
it »; dhe-yi-n ydndkkdse wasSa hudinna « here is the dog that bit my brother »,
lit. « my-brother-n who-bit-him dog behold ».

INDIRECT COMPLEMENT

The indirect complement is expressed by the preposition ld « to » prefixed
to the noun : tomay lohyd ket bdaqlo hawku « yesterday 1 gave two mules to my
brother », lit. « yesterday to-my-brother two mule(s) I-gave ».

COMPLEMENT OF APPURTENANCE

The element of appurtenance « of » is expressed by yd- prefixed to the possessor,
the complex yd + possessor preceding the possessed object. Example : yd-
wddagayd fdrds « my friend’s horse », lit. « of-my-friend horse ».

If the complement of noun is preceded by a preposition, the element yd- is
omitted : tomay bdi-wddagayd fidrds ardggdzku « yesterday I sat on my friend’s
horse », lit. « yesterday on-(of)-my friend horse I-sat ».

PRONOUN
INDEPENDENT PERSONAL PRONOUN

The forms are :
Sg. 1st com. dy «I» Pl anna
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2nd masc. ank

v annakum (annankum)
2nd fem. an¢

I
\
3rd masc. koassu |
3rd fem. kassa \

The personal pronoun preceded by the particle of possession yd- expresses
possession : vank « your » (for yd-ank « of you»), yanna « our » (for yd-anna).

PRONOUN OF INSISTENCE
(« I myself », etc.)

The personal pronoun of insistence « I myself, he himself », etc., is expressed
by the personal pronoun followed by (bd)ndbs « (with) soul » or (bd)domah
« (with) head » with the nominal suffixed pronouns referring to the person of the
personal pronoun. Example : dy ndbse (or bindbse) or domahe (or bi-domahe)
amdtdlluh « I shall come myself », lit. « I my-soul (or with-my-soul) or my-head
(or with-my-head) I-shall-come ».

SUFFIXED PRONOUNS
Nominal suffixed pronouns

The nominal suffixed pronouns added to the noun express the possessive adjec-
tive « my, his », and so on. The forms of the suflixed pronouns ending in a con-
sonant are :

Sg. Ist com. -yd or -e PI. -anno
2nd masc. -ah | ik
2nd fem. -ih \ hu(m)
3rd masc. -u |
3rd fem. -wa \ ammit

Example : bed «house ».

Sg. 1st com. bed-yi, bed-e « my house » Pl. bed-enno

2nd masc. bed-ah | bed-iihu(m)

2nd fem. bed-ih

3rd masc. bed-u «his house »

)
3rd fem. bed-wa \ bed-dmmu

With nouns ending in a vowel the suffixed pronouns are attached without voca-
lic initial; thus, sg. 2nd masc. -A, pl. 1st com. -nno, and so on.

Verbal suffixed pronouns

The verbal suffixed pronouns serve for the expression of the direct complement :
gddddil-e « he killed him ».

Only the suffixed pronouns with gddddla « he killed » and yogddl < may he
kill » will be mentioned here.

From gddddila « he killed » :
gddddle « he killed him »
gadddilya « he killed her »
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gddddilah « he killed you » (sg. masc.)
gdadddilih « he killed you » (sg. fem.)
gddddlar « he killed me »

gddddilem « he killed them » (com.)
gidddlithu(m) « he killed you » (pl. com.)
gadddlinna « he killed us » (com.)

From yagddil «may he kill » :

yogdile « may he kill him »

yagddlva « may he kill her »

yoagddlah « may he kill you » (sg. masc.)
yogddlih « may he kill you » (sg. fem.)
yogddlar « may he kill me »

yagddlem « may he kill them » (com.)

yagddlithum  «may he kill you» (pl. com.)
yagddldnna « may he kill us » (com.)

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN AND ADJECTIVE

For near objects :
Sg. masc. hud « this », fem. huy, pl. com. hulldim. Examples : hud aséiggari ne
« this is difhcult », hud su « this man », huy lag toddmgdlldd « this girl is pretty »,
hulldm suc¢ad « these men ».
Prepositions formed with hud are : anddhud « thus », lit. « like this »; bdhud
« here », lit. « in this ».

For far objects :
Sg. masc. od « that », fem. oy, pl. com. 6lldm, wéllim. Prepositions formed
with od are : bod « there », lit. « in that »; andéd « thus », lit. « like that ».

RELATIVE PRONOUN

The relative pronoun is expressed by yd- prefixed to the perfect for all genders,
numbers and persons; ydmma- (or amma-) prefixed to the imperfect for all genders,
numbers and persons. The relative clause being a qualifier is placed before the
noun. Examples : yd-sdddiba su «the man who offended », yd-sddddibiid
anasca « the woman who offended », yd-sidddbu sué « the men who offended »,
ydmmisddab su « the man who offends », ammisddbu sué « the men who offend »,
ammoas(s)ddab (for ammotsidab) anasa « the woman who offends ».

If the relative clause is preceded by a preposition the relative pronoun wvd-
is omitted : tdwdddiqa bed wditta « he came out of the house that has fallen
down », lit. « of (that)-fell house he-came-out ».

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN AND ADJECTIVE

« Who? », sg. com. ma, pl. com. ma or anndman. With following -ne « he is »,
the interrogative pronoun is man. Example : hur su (for hud su) man ne « who
is this man? », lit. « this man who he-is? ».

« Whose? », ydma, lit. « of who? » : hud kitab ydman ne « whose is this book ? »,
lit. « this book of-who it-is? ».
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« What?, which? », mon.
« What sort?, what kind? », kdmdy ydhalla, 1it. « how that-it-is? ».
« Which? », masc. yedarnifiaw, fem. yeyerifidwa.

INDEFINITE PRONOUN AND ADJECTIVE

« Someone, anyone », mannam, mannam bikon (lit. « anyone if-he-is »), handa
su (lit. « one man ») or handom su.

« Something », handa ndgdr ov hann ndigdr (- hand ndgdr), lit. « one thing ».

« Anything », manam.

« Any », mannam (adjective), handam (pronoun).

« No one », handam su, with the verb in the negative.

« Nothing », manam or handam ndgdr, with the verb in the negative.

« Whatever », manam, ydhonaw (lit. « that what-is »).

« Other, another, someone else, something else, anything else », lela.

« No other, nothing else », lela with the verb in the negative.

« One... another, one... the other », handu... handu.

« Some... others, the ones... the others », handand-... handand-, or handand-...
leladu.

« Several, some, certain », handand.

« Certain others », lelad.

« Some of, certain of », handand- with the nominal suffixed pronouns of the
plural.

« Either of », hand- with the nominal sufhxed pronouns.

« Neither of », hand- with the nominal suffixed pronouns, the verb being in
the negative.

« Different », layyu or yd-leyya (lit. « that-is-different »).

« Same », hand ayndt, lit. « one kind ».

« So-and-So », masc. dkdle, fem. dkdlit.

« Such », kdim mdsay (lit. «like-this resembling »), hud-an ydmdssila (lit.
« this who-resembled »).

PRONOUN AND ADJECTIVE OF TOTALITY,
ISOLATION AND DISTRIBUTION

« All », diyyu(m) placed mostly after the noun : mdsobaé diyyu(m) « all the
baskets ». As pronoun : diyyum yimtu « may all come ».

« Whole », muli placed after the noun : ettaw muli « the whole place ».

« Alone », baédéa, libadéa. Example : libaélaw tdwe « leave him alone ».

« Apart », (ld)yydbaééa- with the suffixed pronouns : ldyydbsdéahum argozu
« sit down apart », lit. « each-of-you-apart sit-down ».

« Each, every », hand hand followed by the noun (hand handu kitab « each
book ») or is expressed by the repetition of the noun : gadame gadame yomditdl
« he comes every Saturday », lit. « Saturday Saturday he-comes ».

NUMERALS
CARDINAL NUMERALS

1 hand, fem. handit 12 assar ket

2 ket 20 kiya
3 sost 30 sasa



258 ANNALES D’ETHIOPIE

4 arbit 40 harba

5 ammoast 50 hamsa

6 saddost 60 salsa

7 sa’int 70 sdba

8 sammont 80 sdmanya

9 Zdhtwin 90 zdtdna
10 assor 100 mdto
11 assaor hand 1.000 s

ORDINAL NUMERALS

The ordinal numerals are formed with the suffixed morpheme -driria; thus 1st
handédrinia, 2nd ketirifia, 3rd sostdriria, and so on.

COPULA AND VERBS OF ENISTENCE
CopruLa

The copula «he is, it is» is expressed by the element n with suffixed pronouns.
The forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. ne «he is, it is» Pl ) nem
3rd fem. ndd « she is » )
2nd masc. nah ! ok
2nd fem. nih \ nafum
Ist com. ndrn nédnna

The copula is placed at the end : kassu ihye ne « he is my brother », lit. «he
my-brother he-is ».

The negative verb of quality « he is not, it is not » is expressed by ahun- with
suffixed pronouns. The forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. ahuneru Pl ) 3
3rd fem.  ahunddu ) aftunemit
2nd masc. ahunku )
2nd fem. ahunéu \ ahunkumaw
1st com. ahunku ahundnnaw
The element ahu is perhaps to be compared with Geez ’ako « no, not ». As

for the second element (-neru, -nddu) it contains the copula ne « he is, it is»
with the negative suflixed morpheme -u.

The past « he was, it was » is expressed by ambdra « he was » conjugated in the
past (see p. 260).

The negative « he was not » is expressed by the negative form of ambdra. Thus,
al-imbdra-w « he was not », al-imbérdd-u « she was not » (see p. 261).

The future « he will be » is expressed by the compound imperfect of hond
« he became, he was »; its form is yshondl (for the conjugation, see p. 261).

The negative future « he will not be » is expressed by the negative imperfect
of hond; its form is ayhonu (for the conjugation, see p. 261).
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VERB OF EXISTENCE
The verb of existence « he is » is expressed by the verb halla. The forms are:

Sg. 3rd masc. halla Pl |
3rd fem.  halldd \- hallu

2nd masc. hallah
2nd fem. hallih

1st com. halluh ' hallon

z hallahu(m)

The negative « he is not, there is not » is expressed by ellau, yellau, that is,
by the negative form of halla. The forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. ellay, yellay Pl.
3rd fem. ellddu, yellidu \ ellum
2nd masc. ellahu ) 5
2nd fem. ellihu ) ellihumau
1st com. elluhu ellonnau

The existence in the past «he was, there was» is expressed by ambdra (see p. 260).
The existence in the future « he will be, there will be » is expressed by yohondl

(see p. 261).

VERB OF POSSESSION

The possession in the present is expressed by halla «it is, there is» (see p. 260)
with the verbal suffixed pronouns referring to the possessor. For an object in
the singular, masculine, the forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. halle « he has », lit. « there is to him »
3rd fem. hallsya « she has »
2nd masc. hallah « you have »
2nd fem.  hallih « you have »
1st com. halldrn «1 have »

Pl. 3rd com. hallem «they have », lit. « there is to them »
2nd com. hallihum « you have »
1st com. halldinna « we have »

The negative possession in the present is expressed by yelld- (elld-, see above)
with the verbal suffixed pronouns.
The forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. yelleyu « he does not have », lit. « there is not to him »
3rd fem.  yelloyay
2nd masc. yellahu
2nd fem. yellihu

1st com.  yelldririu

Pl. 3rd com. yellemu
2nd com. yellihumau
1st com. yellinnay

The possession in the past is expressed by ambdra- «it was » for the positive,
by al-imbdra- « it was not » for the negative combined with the verbal suffixed
pronouns. Examples : imbdrdrn « I had », lit. « it was to me », alimbdrdrn « I did
not have », lit. « it was not to me ».
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VERB

The Argobba verbs are biliteral, triliteral, and quadriliteral.
The biliterals and triliterals have the types A, B, and C. The quadriliteral

verbs have types A and C.
The morphological difference between these types lies in the vowel of the 1st
radical and in the gemination or non-gemination of the 2nd radical in certain

verbal forms.
TYPES

Type A

Type A has the form sddddba, that is, the vowel is @ after the 1lst radical and
the 2nd radical is geminated only in the perfect, but simple in the other forms.

The meaning of the verbs of type A is transitive, active, intransitive, neutral,
stative, and so on.

Note that the final vowel is always a.

Type B
Type B has the form bedddla, that is, the vowel is e after the 1st radical and the
2nd radical is geminated in all the verbal forms. Morphologically this type corres-
ponds to the so-called 2nd form of Arabic and the pi‘el of Hebrew, but whereas
in Arabic and in Hebrew this stem is a derived one, it is a basic stem in Argobba.
The meanings of the verbs of type B are the same as those of type A.

Type C
Type C has the form marrika, that is, the vowel is a after the 1st radical and the
2nd radical is geminated in all the verbal forms. This type corresponds formally
to the 3rd form of Arabic, but whereas the 3rd form of Arabic is a derived stem
with special meaning, type C of Argobba is neither morphologically nor seman-

tically a derived stem.
In the quadriliterals the type C has the form ddballiqga.

TENSES

PERFECT
Positive perfect

The perfect expresses the past. It is formed by suffixed morphemes. These
morphemes are :

Sg. 3rd masc. -a PL ),
3rd fem. -dd )
2nd masc. -k .
2nd fem. -&() kum
1st com.  -ku -(@)n

Thus from sddddiba :

Sg. 3rd masc. sddddba PL | ...
3rd fem.  siddabdd \ sddddbu
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2nd masc. sddddbk ) siddibkum
2nd fem. sddddbd(r) \

Ist com. sddddbku sddddbean

Negative perfect

The negative perfect is formed by the prefixed element of negation al- and
by the suffixed morpheme -u (-z after a vowel), or m in the plural forms ending
The forms are :

in -u.
Sg. 3rd masc. alsddddban Pl ) sddeib
3rd fem. alsddddbddu \ alsdddabum
2nd masc. alsddddbku ) v 7 2
2nd fem. alsdddibéu \ alsddddbkumay
Ist com. alsddddibku alsddddbnan
IMPERFECT

There is a simple and a compound imperfect.

Simple imperfect

The simple imperfect is used only in the subordinate clause (relative clause
included) and in the negative clause. It expresses the present and the future.

The imperfect is formed by prefixed and suffixed morphemes. These mor-
phemes are :

Sg. 3rd masc. yo- PL |} ..
3rd fem. to- \ Yot
2nd masc. ta- )
2nd fem. to-1 \ fom--ut
Ist com. al---an

Thus from sddddba :

Sg. 3rd masc. yasddab PL ...
3rd fem.  tosddob \ yosddbu
2nd masc. tasddab |
ond fem. tosidbi y Losddbu
1st com. alsiidbon

Type B : yoneggoad. Type C : yamarrak.

The final -i of the 2nd fem. sg. causes the palatalization of a preceding dental,
sibilant and ! (becoming y) : towdrgi (root wrd « go down »), tawdrsi (root wrs
« inherit »), tagdday (root gdl « kill »).

The negative imperfect is expressed by the prefixed element of negation a-
and the suffixed element -u (¢ after a vowel), or -m in the plural forms ending
in -u. The forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. aysddbu Pl.

| e
3rd fem. atsidbu aysdadbum
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2nd masc. atsddbu )
2nd fem. atsddbu

1st com. alsadbu alsidbanan

atsidbum

Compoun'd imperfect

The compound imperfect consists of the simple imperfect and of the verb of
existence halla « he is » becoming dl. Both the main verb and the auxiliary dl
are conjugated, but in a form slightly different from their independent state.
The compound imperfect expresses the present (momentary or customary) and
the future in the main clause. The forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. yosddbdl Pl ) .
3rd fem.  tosddballad’  Yosddball
2nd masc. tasddbdllah | v 31 a7l
2nd fem.  tosddballih tosddballihum
1st com.  asddbdlluh’ \ als?'dbc'illfn
| (asddbandnon)

Type B : yoneggoddl. Type C : yamarrakdl.

Jussive

The jussive expresses a positive order or an intention for the 1st and 3rd persons.
The 2nd person of the jussive is used only in the negative form to express a pro-
hibition. A negative jussive in any person other than the second also expresses
the prohibition. The forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. asddb Pl .

® 5id fem.  tosddb ; yosddbu
2nd masc. attasdib (negative) ) attosdibu
2nd fem. attasddbi )
Ist com. lasddb lasddban

Type B : yondggad. Type C : yoamarrak.

IMPERATIVE

The imperative expresses an order. The prohibition is expressed by the negative
jussive (see above). The forms are :

Sg. 2nd masc. saddb Pl ) .
2nd fem. saddbi saddbu

Type B : ndgged. Type C : marrak.

GERUNDIVE
Simple gerundive

The gerundive expresses a subordinate action. The tense of the gerundive is
conditioned by the tense of the main verb. The forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. sddbado PL ) . )
3rd fem. sddbada sddbaddm
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2nd masc. sddbadah
2nd fem. sddbadih

1st com. sadba& sddbaddin

2 séidbadahum

If the 3rd radical is a liquid r, [, n, the syllabic structure of the gerundive is
sdkardo (root skr), bdsaldo (root bsl), kddando (root kdn).

Type B : beddsldo. Type C : marrakdo.

The suffix -do stands for -to. It is the element that is used in Amharic with the
biliterals of the type sémma (gerundive sdmto) and gdrrd (gerundive gdrto). In
Argobba it is extended to all the verbs.

Compound gerundive

The compound gerundive consists of the simple gerundive and of the verb of
existence halld becoming hal, -dl. The compound gerundive expresses a resul-
tative action : an action that began in the past and stretches over into the present;
thus, sdkardul « he has been drunk, he is drunk ». The forms are :

Sg. 3rd masc. sddbadul Pl
3rd fem. sddboadalldd

/
|
2nd masc. sddbaddhal s 5 )
o2nd fem.  sddbadihiil ‘ sddbadithumdil

| sddbadédmdl

( sddbaddndl

Ist com. séddbacillub ( (sidbodéndllon)

Type B : beddsldul. Type C : marrokdul.

NOMINAL FORMS
Participle

The active participle has the form sddabi « he who insults ». Type B : ndggadi.

Infinitive or noun of action

The infinitive of type A has the form mdsddb « to offend, action of offending ».
Type B : mdndggdid. Type C : mdmarrdik.

SUMMARY

The basic forms of the three types are :

A B C
Perfect................ sadddba neggdda marréika
Imperfect.............. vasddab yaneggaod yamarrak
Jussive................ yasddb yandggad yamarrak
Imperative............. saddb niggod marrak
Gerundive............. sddbabo neggaddo marrakdo
Participle.............. sddabt ndggadi marraki

Infinitive............... mdsddb mdndggdd mdamarrik
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DERIVED STEMS
FREQUENTATIVE STEM
The frequentative stem consists of the repetition of the 2nd radical, the supple-
mentary syllable having the vowel a : ldgaggdma (type A), bdtattina (type B).
This stem expresses a frequentative, repeated, augmentative or attenuative action.
The inflection of the type A and B is the same. The forms are :

Perfect. ... .o i e e ligqaqqdma
Imperfect. ... .o yaldqaggam(dil)
Jussive. . ... .. e yaldgagam
Imperative. ..ot ldqagam

STEMS WITH PREFIXES
Stem with *zd-
A. Reflexive-passive stem.

The passive-reflexive action is expressed by a stem with the prefix *zd-. This
prefix appears only in the imperative (¢d-ndkds); in the other forms the ¢ is assi-
milated to the 1st radical which is geminated. There is no distinction in the form
between the types A and B. The radical of the reflexive-passive is that of the
type B regardless of the form of the basic stem. The forms are :

A, B C
Perfect............. annekkdsa « he was bitten » ammerrdka
Imperfect........... yannekkds(dl) yammerrdik(dl)
Jussive.......... ... yanndkds yammardik
Imperative.......... tandkds timardk
Gerundive.......... annekasdo ammerakdo
Infinitive............ mdnndkds

B. Reciprocal.
A reciprocal action is expressed by the prefix *td- with the basis of the type C
regardless of the basic form of the verb. The forms in the plural are :

Perfect. . ...... ..ot annakkdsu « they bit one another »
Imperfect................oitt. yonnakkds(dllu)
Gerundive..................... annakasddm

Stem with «-
(Causative)

The stem with a- serves mainly for the expression of the causative; thus, gdrriba
« he was near » : a-qdrrdiba « he brought near, he presented ». The prefix a- is
added to the basis of the fundamental stem. The forms are :

A B C
Perfect................ amdllita abettina aSaggdta
Imperfect.............. yamdlt(il) yabetton yaSaggat
Jussive................ yamlog yabdtton yasaggat
Imperative............. amlat abdtton asSaggot

Gerundive. ............ amaltado abettondo asagatodo



ETUDES 265

Stem with as-
(Causative, factitive, adjutative)

The stem with as- expresses the causative, and perhaps also the factitive (« have
something done by another ») and the adjutative (< help to do something »). The
prefix as- is added to the basis of type B regardless of the basic stem of the verb.
The forms are :

Perfect. ... ... i e asmellisa
Imperfect. . ..... .o yasmellas(dl)
Jussive. .. .ooiii i e yasmdillas
Imperative. . .. ... i e asmdllas
Gerundive. ... .. .ottt asmellasdo
Infinitive. . . ... i i i i i e e masmdllos

Stem with *astd-

There are a few examples with the morpheme astd-. It occurs in verbs that
seem to be Amaharic loanwords; thus astewwdqga «inform» (Amharic astawwdqd),
and astewwdsa « remind » (Amharic astawwdsd).

Stem with an-, an-

There is a certain number of verbs, mainly quadriliterals, and biliterals and
triliterals of type C, that have a prefix an- for the intrasitive, reflexive or passive
meaning. Their causative is expressed by an-. There is no special value attached
to the prefix an-. The verbs that use these prefixes express mainly movement,
noise, light, and so on. The forms are :

an- an-
Perfect.............ocuo.. antdldttila antdldttila
Imperfect.................... yangdldttal(il) yantdldtal(al)
Jussive. . ... ... ... L. yantdltdl yantdltal
Imperative................... téintdlpdl antdltal
Gerundive................... antdlgaldo antdltaldo
Infinitive..................... mdintdltdl mantdlgil

SPECIAL TRILITERAL CLASSES

The triliteral special verbal classes are those with initial a, and with A as first,
second or third radical. The types are : arrdfa, halliba, sihaga, and gdddaha.

Verbs with initial a-

These verbs are in relation with Proto-Ethiopic verbs the 1st radical of which
was a glottal stop () or °, occasionally A, b or . Thereis only type A. Examples :
ammdna « believe » (Geez ’amnd), arrifa «take a rest» (Geez ’a-‘rdfd). Their
causative is formed only by as-.
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BASIC td- as-
Perfect................ arrifa attezzdza asenndsa
Imperfect............... yarf(dl) yottezzdz(dl) yasennas
Jussive................ yordf yattdzdz yasdnnas
Imperative............. arif tdzdz asdnnas
Gerundive. ............ arfado ' asennasdo
Infinitive............... masdnnas

Verbs with initial A

These verbs are in relation with Proto-Ethiopic verbs the 1st radical of which
is the laryngeal b or the velar h : habbdta «swell » (Geez habdtd), hadddga
«leave » (Geez haddgd). This class has only the type A. Their causative is
formed only by as-.

BASIC td- as-
Perfect.......... halldba ahhelldba aserrida
Imperfect........ ydhalbdl yahhelldb yaserrdd(il)
Jussive.......... yahldb (yalib) yahhdldb yasdrrad
Imperative....... haldb tahdldb asdrrad
Infinitive......... mdaldab mdahhdldb

Note that geminated A in the td- stem becomes hf. The stem with as- has
the same form as that of the verbs with initial a-.

Verbs with 2nd radical A

These verbs are related with Proto-Ethiopic verbs the 2nd radical of which is
the laryngeal & or the velar b (occasionally ‘). In various verbal forms A disap-
pears and the verb takes the appearance of a biliteral of the type laka (for which
see p. 267). Examples : ¢dhara « rake » (Geez sdhard), ddhara «bless» (Geez
didhard). This class has only the type A. Note that /4 is not geminated.

BASIC td-
Perfect................ sdhaga ammeheta
Imperfect.............. yasdhqdl (yasigdl) yammehetdl
Jussive................ yasaq yammdhdit
Imperative............. sihaq (saq) tamdhdt
Gerundive............. sdhaqdo (siqdo) ammehdtdo
Participle. . ............ saqi
Infinitive............... mdsaq mdammdhdit

a- as-

Perfect................ arihaqa asmeheta
Imperfect.............. yarihqdl (yariqdl) yasmehetdl
Jussive......... ... ... yarhaq (yariq) vasmdhdt
Imperative............. arhaq (arig) asmdhdt (asmit)
Gerundive............. arhagdo (arigdo) asmahetdo

Infinitive............... maragq
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A special verb of this group is wdhaza or ndhaza «take». The gerundive
wizdo, widdo or niddo « seizing » with a verb in the finite form has the meaning
«with». Example : fdrdsun wizdo or niddo mdtta «he came with the horse»,
lit. « the-horse he-seizing he-came ».

Verbs with 3rd radical %

These verbs are in relation with Proto-Ethiopic verbs the 3rd radical of which
is b or the velar 4. This class has types A, B, and probably C. The perfect of
type A has the form bdzzdha or bdzzoha. Examples of type A : filldha « boil »
(Geez filha), nifféha « blow» (Geez ndifha). Type B : kelliha «cry».

BASIC td- a- as-
Perfect.......... gdaddiha atterriha abdzzdha asterréiha
(gdddaha)  «be called »
Imperfect........ yaqddhdl yatterrih(dl)  yabdzhdl yasterrah(dl)
Jussive. . ........ yaqddh yattdrdh yabzah yastdrroh
Imperative....... gaddh tatdrdh abzah astdrrah
Gerundive. . ..... gddhado abzahdo asterrahdo
Infinitive......... mdaqddh mdattdrah mabzih
BILITERALS

The biliterals in Argobba result mainly from original triliterals with a laryngeal
as 2nd or 3rd radical or with a semi-vowel w, ¥ as 2nd or 3rd radical. The bili-
teral classes are : laka, gddlla, moda and heda.

Class laka

This class represents verbs that are in relation with Proto-Ethiopic verbs the
2nd radical of which is a laryngeal ’, € or A. Dialectally this class has also the form
lihaka. There is only type A in this class. Examples : laka «send» (Geez
ld’akd), ¢ana «load » (Geez sd‘and), laga « grow » (Geez lahagd).

BASIC td- a- as-

Perfect.......... gara aggera awela aslega
(sggehera) (asleheqga)
Imperfect........ yagirdl yoggerdl yawildl  yasleqdl
_ (yagdhardl) (yoggeherdl) (yasleheqdl)

Jussive.......... yagar yaggar yawil yaslaq
Imperative....... gar (gdhar) tagar awil aslag
Gerundive. . ..... giro aggerdo awtldo aslagdo

Infinitive......... mdagar mdggarid
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Special verbs of this class are : hawa « give » (root whb), and ala «say » (root
bhl). The forms of hawa are :

BASIC ta- as-
Perfect............ hawa ahhewwa ashewwa
Imperfect.......... yahaw(dl) yahheww(dl) yasheww(dil)
Jussive............ yahaw yahhdw yashdw
Imperative......... haw tihdw ashdw
Gerundive ......... hawdo ashewwado
Infinitive........... méhawid méhhawid mashdwwid

The forms of ala «say» are :

BASIC ta-
Perfect. .....ooiiiiiniiiiiieiannn.. ala abbehela
Imperfect...........cooviiiiiiiii.. yal(dil) yabbehel(il)
Jussive ... ...l yobil yabbdhiil
Imperative............ooiiiiiiiniinn. bdl tabdahdl
Gerundive. . ... ittt i e bado abbeheldo
Infinitive.. ......oiiiii i maldit mdbbdihdl

Class *qdilla

This class covers two biliteral classes of the other South Ethiopic languages.
It represents : a) triliterals with an original last radical ’, °, occasionnally %, & :
type sdmma; b) triliterals with an original last radical w, y : type tdibba, mdssa.

a) Type sémma.

As it was said above, this class represents verbs that are in relation with Proto-
Ethiopic verbs the 3rd radical of which is ’, , occasionally & or k. This class
has types A and B. Examples for type A : gdbba « enter » (Geez gdb’a), billa
«eat » (Geez bil‘a). Type B : lekka « measure » (Tigrinya likkao‘e). The forms
are :

BASIC td- a- as-
Perfect............ gibba awwegga agdibba asgebba
Imperfect.......... yogdb(dl) yowwegg(il)  yagdb(dl) yasgebb(dl)
Jussive............ yogbi yowwdg yagbi yasgibbi
Imperative......... gobi tdwdg agbi asgdbbi
Gerundive......... awweggado agbado asgebbodo
Infinitive........... mdagbit miwwdggid  magbid masgdbbid

b) Type tdbba, mdissa.

The type tdbba represents verbs that are in relation with Proto-Ethiopic verbs
the 3rd radical of which is w whereas mdsSa represents verbs the 3rd radical of
which was y that caused the palatalization of the preceding consonant if it was
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a dental or a sibilant. This verbal class has the types A, B, and C. Examples :
tibba «suck» (Geez tdbdwd), mdisSa «be evening» (Geez mdsdyd). Type B :
Seriria « accompany » (root sny). Type C : warfia «swim» (Geez ti-wandyd).
The forms of type A are :

BASIC td- a- as
Perfect.......... Sdééa dggdriria agdriria asgenna
Imperfect........ yasac(al) yoggdrnn(dl) yagdriri(al) yasgeriridl
Jussive.......... yas$ci yaggar yagar yasgar
Imperative....... S$alt tagare agarn asgarn
Gerundive. .. .... Sdédo dggdririado agarniriado asgdririado
Infinitive.. ... .... mdséid mdggannid magdririid

Class goma

This class is in relation with the Proto-Ethiopic verbs of the same form. Exam-
ples : hona «become» (Geez kond), qoma «stand « (Geez gomd). The forms
are :

BASIC td- a- as-
Perfect................ qoma azzora agoma asrota
Imperfect.............. yagom(dl)  yazzor(dl) yaqom(il)  yasrot(dl)
Jussive................ yaqum yazzor yaqum yasrut
Imperative............. qum tdzor aqum asrut
Gerundive............. gomdo azzordo aqumdo asrutdo
Infinitive............... mdqom mdzzor mdqom masrot

Class heda

This class is in relation with the Proto-Ethiopic verbs of the same form. Exam-
ple : heda «go » (Geez kedd «stamp »). The forms are :

BASIC ta- a- as-
Perfect................ heda asSeta aheda asheda
Imperfect.............. yahed(dl) yasSet(dil) yahed(dl) yashed(dl)
Jussive................ yahid yasSet yahid yashid
Imperative............. hid tiset ahid ashid
Gerundive............. heddo asfetdo ahiddo ashiddo
Infinitive.. . ............ mdhed mdsSet mahed mashed

PLURILITERALS

There are verbs that consist of four radicals (quadriliterals) and of five radicals
(quinquiliterals).
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Quadriliterals

The form of type A is ddndggdta. Type C has the form dédballiqa. There
is no type B in the quadriliterals.

BASIC ta- a- as-
Perf..... dindggdta assebdssiba agdliggdla asmenezzdra
Imperf... yaddndgot yassebdssdbdl yagdliggaldl yasmenezzordl
Jussive.. yaddngat yassdbsdb yagdlgal yasmdnzar
Imper... ddngat tdsdbsdab agdilgal asmdnzar
Gerund.. ddngotdo assebdssabdo
Infinit. .. mdddngdt mdssdbsdb magdlgdl masmdnzdr

Abbreviated quadriliterals
The recorded abbreviated quadriliterals have the types : @) bdrdtta; b) and
sdldéca.
a) Type bdrdtta

This class represents original quadriliterals the last radical of which was ’ or “.
The forms are :

BASIC td-
Perfect........... ... ... ... bdrdtta dggendbba
Imperfect.................... yabhdrdtt(dl) yaggendbb(il)
Jussive......... ... . oL yabdrt yoaggdndb
Imperative. .................. bdrt tagdindb
Gerundive................... bdrtado aggendbbado
Infinitive.. ...... ... ... . ... mdbdrtid mdaggdnbit

a- as-

Perfect...................... abdrdtta asfenddda
Imperfect.................... yabdrdtt(al) yasfenddd(dal)
Jussive........ ... ... . Ll yabdrt yasfind
Imperative................... abdrt asfind
Gerundive.............o..... abdrtado asfendado
Infinitive..................... mabdrtit masfdndid

b) Type sdldééa

This class represents original quadriliterals the last radical of which was w or v.
The forms are :

BASIC a-
Perfect...................... sdldéta asdldééa
Imperfect.................... yasdldce(al) yasdldadé(dl)
Jussive........... ... ..., yasalé yasalé
Imperative................... sdlé asdlé
Gerundive................... sdléado asdléado

Infinitive.. . .................. mdsdléid
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Quinquiliterals

The recorded quinquiliterals have the constitution of 1.2.3.2.3. and occur only
with the prefix a- for the intransitive (9bld¢dlldi¢a « scintillate »); with the prefix
a- for the transitive or causative (abld¢dlli¢a). The forms are :

BASIC a-
Perfect.....c.ccviiiii.. abldfillida abld¢dllida
Imperfect.................... yablacalld¢(dl) yablddidllad(al)
Jussive........... ... ... ..., yablafla¢ yablifla¢
Imperative................... tablaglas ablddlad’
Gerundive................... abli¢laddo ablifladdo
Infinitive.. . .........oii.. .. mdablaclaE mablddlas

COMPOUND DESCRIPTIVE VERBS

This class of verbs consists of an invariable element and of the inflected verb
ala «to say ». The invariable element is a biliteral, triliteral or a quadriliteral;
it can end in a consonant or in a vowel. The verbs compounded with ala are
mainly intransitive; the active or the causative meaning is obtained by mdriria
« make, do ». Examples : bag ala «appear », gis ala « be slow », antaf ala « spit »,
wdlldl ala «be bright ». For the conjugation of ala, see p. 268.

PARTICLES

PRrREPOSITIONS

bd « in (place, time), at, on, with, by, for, against »; ld « for, to, in favor of »; td
« into, to, of, out of, from, from among »; andd «like, according, as »; wddd
« toward, to, about »; ald « without »; sald « because of, for the sake of, in the name
of »; astd « until ».

PREPOSITIONS AND POSTPOSITIONS

ba- - -lef, ti- - -bdlef « on, above, over, upon »; bd- - -tef, td- - -bdtef « under »;
bd- - -gaft « between »; bd- - -sared « under »; bd- - -mdhakkdl « among, in the
midst of »; bd- - -atdgdb « near »; bd- - -waf¢, td- - -waf¢ « inside, among, into »;
ba- - -fid, td- - -fid, td- - -bdfid « before, in front of »; td- - -ged, td- - -bdged
« after, behind, beyond »; bd- - -ndgdr « because of »; bd- - -yennessa « because
of »; bd- - -ga, td- - -ga «at, at the side of, to »; bd- - -dar « along »; bd- - -fanta,
td- - -fanta «instead »; bd- - -gan «to, at»; td---mds «with »; td- - -bdgdr
« except »; td- - -fugga « after, since »; td- - -foga «beyond »; astd- - -dords
« until, as far as ».

ADVERBS

Place : ¢uh « here »; fow, éo « there »; bdhud « here »; bod « there »; tef,
bitef «under »; lef « up » ; bdged « behind »; bdwas¢ « inside »; bd-wadi « out-
side »; fid ldfid « face to face, opposite »; dar darun « along »; éuggaga « toward
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here ». Interrogative : yed « where? »; e « where? »; bed, bidyed « where? »;
éega « whither? ».

Time : huma « today »; tamay « yesterday »; ndg « lomorrow »; ahari « now »;
doro « formerly »; bdged « afterwards »; sdrk « always »; wdtro « always » ; diyys
goz'e « always »; tongadih coga « henceforth »; tihud fugaga « from now on »;
tilo tilo « immediately »; gdna « still, not yet »; wddd fid « in the future »; zéindro
« this year »; amna « last year ». Interrogative : mddéce « when? ».

Cause and reason : saldhud « therefore »; monalbat « perhaps ». Interrogative :
minne « why? »; ldmon « why? ».

Manner : anddhud « thus »; kdm kdmkdm « thus »; kammun « thus, gratis »;
bihands gan « together »; alod « otherwise ». With the preposition bd- « with » :
bigod « necessarily, absolutely »; bdgdlal « easily »; bdgat « rightly ». Interro-
gative : kdmdy « how? »,

Measure and quality : @si¢ « few, little, a little »; dg&ag « very, much »; nobbur

« very, much ». With bd- : bdtam « very, quite »; bdwdgdr « well, quite ». Inter-
rogative : sant « how much?, how many? »; man yidhal « how much? ».

CONJUNCTIONS

Conjunctions of coordination

Annexation : «and », -nna, -m.

Alternation : « or », we-m, wdyam; « either... or », way... way; « whether... or »,
-m bihon following each element of the alternative (satbdl-am bihon sottaSic-om
bihon qu¢ bdl « whether you eat or drink remain seated »); « neither... nor », -m
added to each element of the alternative with the verb in the negative.

Opposition : « but », gan, ndgdr gon, angi; « not only... but (also, even) »,
ank"an... ank"an.

Insistence : -s, -n, -m.

Affirmation and negation : «yes », 4, aw; «all right », 33§i; «no!», ambi.

Interrogation : -2, -amma; or by raising the voice.

Vocative : « O you! », anka su, lit. « you man! ».

Conjunctions of subordination

Time and circumstance.

« While, when, as » is expressed by sa- with the simple imperfect of by bd-
with the perfect - gaze.

« While » is expressed by dyyd- with the perfect.

« Before that » is expressed by so- with the negative imperfect followed or not
by bdifit « before »; or by td- with the infinitive followed by bdfis.

« After that » is expressed by ¢d- with the perfect followed by ¢ugga or béaged
(« after »).

« Until that » is expressed by asto- with the simple imperfect followed or not
by dords.
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« Since » is expressed by td- with the perfect, mostly followed by foga, fugga
or cugaga.

« As soon as » is expressed by cogaw andd- with the perfect, or by sndd- with
the perfect followed by dogawnu.

Finality.

« In order that » is expressed by lo- with the simple imperfect.

« In order that not, lest », is expressed by ands- with the negative imperfect.
Cause and reason.

« Because, as » is expressed by sald- with the perfect.

« As » is expressed by the gerundive or by td- with the perfect.
Condition.

In the real condition, the protasis (the «if »-sentence) is formed with yd + perfect
followed by anddhond, the apodosis being in the imperfect or imperative.

In the irreal condition, the protasis is formed by ba-+ imperfect followed by
nurdo, the apodosis having either the imperfect with ambdr (« he was») or bd-
perfect followed or not by ambdra.

Concession.

« Even though, although » is expressed by ba- with the positive or negative
imperfect followed by ank“an; or by monom followed or not by ank“an followed
by b + imperfect.

1S
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